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EARTH:
Residents
Plant Trees

The day's largest crowd was at
EarthFaire 2000, a wide-ranging
festival that drew an estimated
15,000 to Exposition Park in Los
Angeles. The event kicked off with
a downtown rally at Pershing
Square followed by the Clean En-
ergy Ride and Walk, a four-mile
procession by foot, bicycle and al-
ternative-fuel vehicles to the Coli-
seum. . T E, + .
From the dozens of environmen- WALLY SKALL / Los Angeies Thines
tal groups doling out literature to
the organic food booths and the
company promoting its feng shui
services, EarthFaire had some-
thing for everyone.

“ven lonely hearts. Caring-
Singles.com, a matchmaking serv-
ice that encourages singles to
ticipate in a community rice
ent as a first date, organized a lo-
cal neighborhood cleanup.

The Santa Ana Zoo commemo-
rated Earth Dz a celebrati
of its own that included special en-
vironmental displays

And in midtown Ventura, a
group of about 25 neighbors and
friends—plus boys from Cub Scout
Troop 3 planted milkweed
bushes and poppies and pulled
weeds on a former dumping site.
Once a hangout for prostitutes and
frug dealers, the lush Midtown
Monarch Paradise Park is now at-
tracting native birds and butter-
flies, thanks to about $1,300 in state
grants and a lot of volunteer ume
from residents.

A volunteer, above,
removes garbage from the
harbor at Marina del Rey
during Earth Day activities
Saturday. Left, Adam
Skolnick of the TreePeople
environmental group
assists young volunteers
with a tree planting at
Hansen Dam Recreation
Area in Lake View Terrace
Volunteers planted 450
trees at the park.
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grass help capture rainwater that
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Participants planted oaks and “[ love being able to give back to  Society.

Times staff writer Meg James and
correspondent Gina Piccalo contributed
to this story.
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