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Now that the weather is warm there is plenty 
of ocean wildlife in our local waters. The folks 
from the Ocean Conservation Society here in 
Marina del Rey sent this over to both encourage 
boaters to enjoy what’s here but also to remind 
us of the laws and manner in which they suggest 
we should interact.

One can spot most baleen whales occurring in 

and harbor seals are year-round inhabitants. 

bight during yearly migrations.

serves as a regular corridor for the inshore 
population of bottlenose dolphins that move 

of prey. Because they live and hunt close to our 

and rest. 

A few basic rules to follow and share with 
others: 
Observing marine mammals in the wild can 

but we must respect them and their habitat. 

under the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 
1972. It’s a violation of federal law to harass or 
harm them and penalties can include up to one 

annoyance of a marine mammal or attempting 
to do so. 

Distance: You should remain at least 100 yards 
(300 feet) from cetaceans and at least 50 yards 
(150 feet) from pinnipeds. 

Observation: When observing these animals at 

change in their behavior. 

the animal’s course. 

your vessel and shore. 

and wait until they clear your vessel. 

direction. Dolphins and whales may surface 
unpredictably at any time or location. 

disturbing the normal behavior of marine 
mammals. 

to: www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/laws 
 
Duration: The animals in our ‘ocean backyard’ 

do not crowd the animals to avoid creating 
unnecessary stress. 

but the real issue is the cumulative human 
impact on our oceans. 

and a few have already disappeared within the 

endangered blue whales - reaching up to 90 
feet in length - have become regular visitors to 

Respecting Their World
The Ocean Conservation Society Discusses Appropriate Manners in 

Which to Interact with Local Wildlife
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foraging grounds. 

the same routes used by ships in the commercial 
shipping lanes. Fatal ship strikes are a recurrent 

our impact and respect marine mammals while 
enjoying their presence and learning from 
them. 

Report incidents of harassment of marine 
mammals to: National Marine Fisheries 

You can help marine mammals in distress: If 

or ship-struck whales to the 24/7 WET hotline 

310-305-9192

www. t h e y a c h t e x c h a n g e . n e t

Check out the New 

Harbor 30! Knowledgeable Brokers!
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