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Wild Dolphins Lead Rescuers To
Drowning Girl After Epic 3-Mile Chase
By Melissa Cronin Published on 5/29/2014 at 2:42 PM

Dolphins are some of the most intelligent, socially complex animals out there. So it make
sense that they would be the ones to star in a thrilling rescue story.
In an excerpt from her book "Dolphin Confidential: Confessions of a Field Biologist,"
Maddalena Bearzi, President of the Ocean Conservation Society, tells the story of the
incredible day that a pod of dolphins stopped everything to save a human's life.
According to Bearzai, she and her research team were heading back to shore when a pod
they'd been observing abruptly stopped feeding and swam to deeper waters -- unusual
behavior for the species.
The researchers followed them, and after a few miles, the animals stopped, forming an eerie
ring around a dark spot in the water. Bearzai tells the astounding story:
"Someone's in the water!" yelled my assistant, standing up and pointing at the seemingly
lifeless body of a girl. For a moment, we were silent. Then, slowly, I maneuvered the boat
closer. The girl was pallid and blonde and appeared to be fully clothed. As the boat neared,
she feebly turned her head toward us, half-raising her hand as a weak sign for help.
While the dolphins circled around like bodyguards, the scientists sprang into action, pulling
the hypothermic girl on board and wrapping her in a blanket to warm her. They couldn't
even communicate with her, because she was German and no one spoke the language, but
it became clear later that the incident was an attempted suicide.
Happily, the girl was rushed to the hospital and revived, and eventually thanked her rescuers
-- if the dolphins hadn't led them to her, she would have died.
The scientists couldn't find an explanation for this incredible behavior, but stories like this
aren't unheard of. In one stunning anecdote, a pod of dolphins intervened to protect a
wildlife filmmaker from becoming a huge hammerhead's next meal:
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Laura Bridgeman of the International Marine Mammal Project said that these stories are the
perfect evidence as to why we should treat dolphins with respect.
Even more remarkable than dolphin's apparent ability to recognize distress in another
species is their commendable sense of altruism. I challenge someone to come up with a
better explanation for the numerous accounts of dolphins saving human beings. Why else
would they take time out of their days, and often put themselves at physical risk? We should
treat them with the same respect and kindness they regularly show to us.
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Cat Backpacks Are A Thing And
They’re Totally Amazing
“[My cat] absolutely adores it and will sit in it even if we aren’t going
anywhere”
By SAM HOWELL PUBLISHED ON 12/14/2020
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will too. If you buy a product from a link on our site, we may earn a commission.
What is the craziest way to bring your cat places? Two words: Bubble. Backpack.
The trend takes cat carriers to the next level by making part — if not all — of the backpack
completely see-through.
So not only are you carrying your kitty around on your back, but EVERYONE in the world can
see that you are.
Plus, your cat gets a great view of the outside world, all from the safety of his protective
bubble.
These backpacks are as ridiculous as they are amazing, so The Dodo spoke with cat parents
Aliyah Novelli and Sydney Jenner to find out how they got hooked on the adorably
ridiculous trend.

Aliyah’s Pick: Lollimeow Bubble Backpack

Aliyah Novelli going for a walk with her cat, Boots, in his bubble backpack | ALIYAH NOVELLI

Novelli first decided she wanted this backpack for her cat, Boots, after she learned her
husband’s friend from work had one.
Turns out, she absolutely loves it.
“We don't feel safe letting him wander the neighborhood because of all the dogs, so this
gives him a chance to be outside without getting into trouble,” Novelli told The Dodo. “Plus,
we love when people notice he's in there.”
Well, it’s pretty hard not to notice a cat in a backpack. Novelli’s favorite moment was when
two little girls spotted Boots from a block away.
“They conversed a bit about whether it really was a kitty,” she said. “They ran up to see and
started asking about his name.”
Surprisingly, Boots is a fan of the backpack, too.
“Since we started carrying him in it when he was around 8 weeks or so, he will sometimes go
in it on his own,” Novelli explained.
It’s hard to say if it’ll still be easy and fun to sling Boots on her back when he gets bigger,
but for now, both he and Novelli love it!

Buy It Now From Amazon For $42.99+

Sydney’s Pick: Henkelion Bubble Backpack

Sydney Jenner’s cats, Steve and Mowgli, in their bubble backpack together | SYDNEY JENNER

Jenner first saw bubble backpacks popping up on Instagram, and knew she had to get one.
She loves carrying around both her cats, Steve and Mowgli, when she’s out and about.
She constantly gets reactions because, you know, they’re cats. In a backpack.
“I always hear people go, ‘Oh my God, is that a cat in there,’ and freak out when they see
them,” Jenner told The Dodo. “I took Steve to Target and I had almost every person in the
store surrounding me because they had never seen a cat backpack or a hairless cat before.”
While she loves her backpack, her cats are torn.
“Mowgli LOVES it. [He] absolutely adores it and will sit in it even if we aren't going
anywhere,” Jenner said. “[Steve] wants nothing to do with it.”
But that’s not the backpack’s fault. Steve isn’t a fan of any carrier.
“Steve hates carriers,” she said. “If we're going anywhere, he wants to be on his harness and
not in a carrier.”
Jenner said the downside of her model is that she struggles with keeping the backpack’s
straps tight, but she loves that it can fit both her cats, so it evens out.

Buy It Now From Amazon For $37.99

Here are some more cat backpacks, in case you've decided you can't possibly carry your
cat any other way.

Pokémon Pokeball Bubble Backpack
$57
Want to hop on the bandwagon and bring out your inner nerd? Then this is the backpack for
you! The pack has a smaller see-through bubble because it’s designed to look like a Pokeball.
Now you can walk around pretending your cat is the Pokémon you always wanted growing
up!
$57 At Amazon

Expandable Bubble Backpack
$50
If you’re concerned about your cat having enough space inside a backpack, fear not! This
pack expands to give your BFF more room. And if popping out the back of the bag still isn’t
enough, you can get one that expands in the back and the front.
$50 At Amazon

Space Capsule Backpack
$41
Let’s say you love the idea of carrying your cat around on your back, but you don’t love the
idea of him being fully on display. No problem! This space capsule backpack has a much
smaller bubble so your cat can still look around without being the main attraction.
$41 At Amazon

Cat Bubble Backpack With Portable Bowl
$52
It also comes with a security leash and soft mat for the bottom of the pack. Plus, it comes in a
bunch of different colors, if pink isn't your thing.
$52 At Amazon

Breathable Bubble Backpack
$38
This bag has a TON of great reviews on Amazon, so it's definitely a solid pick.
$38 At Amazon
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